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Girls Pick up tools to build their future

NBC's TODAY Show to feature Chicago success story

CHICAGO, February 12, 2004: High school girls are learning skills in shop class to help them earn higher wages in the workplace. Tradeswomen of Tomorrow, a program sponsored by Chicago Women in Trades, matches high school girls in six Chicago Public Schools with experienced tradeswomen to offer support, mentoring and real life experience about what it’s like for women to do nontraditional work.  

Even now, in the 21st century sex-role stereotypes and discrimination still keep young women from exploring and entering high-wage, high-skill careers in construction, manufacturing and transportation. Tradeswomen of Tomorrow holds four summits each year for high school juniors and seniors to help young women interested in the trades consider the benefits and realities of working in male-dominated fields. NBC’s TODAY Show will feature tradeswomen from around the country, as well as aspiring tradeswomen and their mentors participating in the summit on its Feb. 19, 2004 broadcast between 8:30 and 9:00am. 
Skilled trade jobs offer wages and benefits that lead to self-sufficiency, unlike traditional female-dominated careers. A second-year apprentice plumber earns $14.88 an hour, and twice that or more as a journey level plumber. But as a child care worker, a woman will earn just $8.71, with limited opportunity to increase her wage over time. But the benefits go beyond wages. As Maria Johnson, a plumber of ten years who is profiled in the Today Show segment, says, "I love my job!"
Some of the young women in shop classes such as auto mechanics, sheet metal and carpentry are often the only girls in the class, and many find that some counselors and teachers may not support their aspirations for a nontraditional career. Tradeswomen of Tomorrow offers these young women access to a support system and a realistic picture of what life as a tradeswomen will be. Participants in the program, who are featured building small frames at the Carpenter's Union Training School on the TODAY Show segment, comment that the summits let them "meet wonderful tradeswomen and learn from their experience."
Two summits for the Tradeswomen of Tomorrow Program are set for March 2004. Media is invited to learn more about the program and the opportunities and challenges facing girls who choose to trade in home ec. for homebuilding skills and other shop classes.
(more)

About us: Chicago Women in Trades (CWIT)  is a nonprofit committed to improving women’s economic equity by increasing the number of women working in well-paid, skilled trade jobs.  CWIT direct service programs prepare individual women and girls to succeed and flourish in the skilled trades.  CWIT also conducts research to document areas that need improvement; develops policy recommendations; challenges discrimination and institutional barriers; provides technical assistance; and develops strategic partnerships to promote equitable workplaces and conditions.
Visit us at www.chicagowomenintrades.org

See the CWIT Tradeswomen of Tomorrow program on the TODAY Show, Thursday, February 19, 2004.  

+Or visit the Tradeswomen of Tomorrow Program:

WHAT:
Tradeswomen of Tomorrow summits for Chicago high school girls enrolled in shop class and interested in pursuing a career in the skilled trades.

WHEN and WHERE:
March 3, 2004
 9:00am

DeVry




March 24, 2004 9:00am

DePaul University 

WHO:
Tradeswomen of Tomorrow in a program developed and run by Chicago Women in Trades.  Summit participants include high school girls, working tradeswomen, and CWIT program and policy staff.

For more information, please contact Verlena Johnson, CWIT Girls’ Program Manager at 312.942.1444 or vjohnson@cwit2.org.
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